Heterotopic inputs facilitate poststimulus afterdischarges of spinal WDR neurons in rats with chronic nerve constriction.
Heterotopic inputs activate spinal wide dynamic range (WDR) neurons in rats with chronic constriction of one sciatic nerve (CCI rats). A possible contribution from these inputs, to long-lasting afterdischarges (ADs) of noxious evoked responses, was investigated during reversible input blockade from adjacent saphenous nerve and contralateral peripheral nerve territories. The results show significant AD reduction or suppression, indicating that heterotopic afferences contribute to mechanisms underlying prolonged ADs.